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“THE VITAL WEAPON" 


I hate to mention this — but Uncle 
Sam will remind you of it anyway: 
This is the time of the year when 
the tax collectors are on our necks 
again. Of course they are always on 
hand for their cut every single week 
when you get your pay-check. But 
this month they are demanding the 
usual overall accounting for the year. 

Is any relief in sight for the weary 
American taxpayer? Not if the boys 
in Washington continue to have their 
way. The federal politicians will 
spend somewhere between 77 and 80 
billion dollars this coming year. But 


a Harvard professor has been doing 
some figuring. He says this figure 
is going to keep on rising and will 
hit at least 87 billion by 1968, and 
could go as high as 115 billion 
dollars. 

Maybe that sounds crazy, particu- 
larly as we could go broke first. But 
you can depend on the bureaucrats 
doing their best to fulfill the pre- 
diction. For instance, the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare is 
worrying about what it calls ‘‘streng- 
thening family life.” It is concerned 
about juvenile delinquency, the rising 








divorce rate and things like that. And 
of course it has a solution. Guess 
what it is. To spend more money — 
to have the federal government make 
new handouts . to give money to 
states so they can increase handouts ; 
and, naturally, to train more welfare 
bureaucrats. 

It never seems to occur to these 
welfare-state boys that a good way 
to strengthen family life would be to 
cut down on the tax-take which all 
this spending makes necessary. If the 
average American didn’t have to 
share so much of his pay with the 
spenders in Washington, he could 
bring home enough to support his 
family. Then his wife would not have 


to go to work to augment the family 
income. She could stay home and 
keep the kids from becoming poten- 
tial delinquents. 

Another way to strengthen family 
life is to permit self-respecting fam- 
ilies to provide their own security. 
But what has happened to savings, 
insurance, annuities and so on — 
because of the inflation caused by 
all this government spending? It has 
wiped out more than 180 billion 
dollars in the value of this security 
in the last 20 years. The Communist 
Lenin knew what he was talking about 
when he said that the “Vital weapon 
to displace the system of free enter- 
prise” was taxation and inflation. 


A LESSON FROM WEST GERMANY 


It is a strange thing that while we 
turn our backs on the system which 
made us great and free, one of our 
former enemies is setting an example 
we might very well imitate. I am 
talking about West Germany. Let us 
hope that the United States — the 
cradle of the free society and free 
enterprise — does not have to go 
through the terrible experiences of 
the German people, before we learn 
our lesson. Germany, before the First 
World War, and especially after the 
war, went in for a heavy dose of 
welfare-statism and socialism. The 
logical result was Hilter and his Nazi 
regime — and the Second World 
War. When the war was over, the 


German people — or that portion 
which were not consigned to the 
tender mercies of the conimunists 
in East Germany — were fortunate 
in having leaders who faced a hard 
fact. It was that West Germany's 
only hope of again taking her place 
among the nations of the world was 
to institute a free system — a free 
political, economic and social system. 
West Germany’s success with a free- 
enterprise, capitalist system has been 
the wonder of the post-war world. 
However, the important point is 
that the West German leaders — 
unlike some of our American leaders 
— do not just talk capitalism or free 
enterprise. They practice it. The West 
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SER ES 8 oS a 
German government inherited from 
the pre-war socialist regime and from 
Hilter’s National Socialism a num- 
ber of government-owned enterprises. 
This has provided pleasing balm to 
our own leftists and big-government 
boys. It enabled them to deny that 
West German success was due to 
capitalism. They could point to these 
government-owned industries to show 
that a little bit of socialism never 
hurt anybody. But the West German 
leaders don’t go in for kidding them- 
selves. They knew better — and have 
all along been preparing to rid their 
government of enterprises in which 
government never has any business. 

First on the list was a large govern- 
ment-owned mining concern. The 
West German government decided to 
divest itself of this company by sell- 
ing its shares to the public. All sorts 
of dire predictions were made that 


once you socialize you can’t de-social- 
ize, and that the experiment would 
be a failure. Well, last month the 
government offered the shares in the 
mining company to the public. The 
sale was a terrific success — so much 
so that a second offering will be 
made this summer. Next on the list is 
the huge Volkswagen auto works, 
which the government inherited from 
the Hilter regime. 

Now there is a very serious lesson 
in all this for the United States. Our 
government, too, is burdened with 
all sorts of enterprises which properly 
belong to private industry. This is 
one of the things which keeps you 
digging deeper into your pockets for 
all those taxes. Government enter- 
prises are always run at a loss, be- 
cause they are run by politicians 
whose chief interest is getting votes 
— not by businessmen whose chief 
interest is making a profit. One of 
the largest of the government's en- 
terprises is TVA — the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. It’s a big govern- 
ment-owned electric power utility. It 
pays no interest on the money which 
the government pours into it, and of 
course it pays mo taxes the way 
privately-owned utilities do. So that 
means that all the people in the 
United States are taxed in order to 
provide “cheap” electricity for one 
section of the country. But it is 
“cheap” only because public power 
projects do not have to take into 








consideration all the costs which a 
private utility must figure on when 
it sets its rate. The public-power 
managers can always figure on col- 
lecting the difference from that per- 
ennial sucker — the American tax- 
payer. 


For years, wise observers who have 
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at heart the preservation of the Amer- 
ican system, have been urging the 
government to sell TVA, and other 
business enterprises, to private own- 
ers — in much the same manner as 
the West German government is now 
doing with its government-owned 
businesses. 


BEHIND FPA's "OBJECTIVITY" 


However, one of the things which 
makes it so difficult for us to act 
sanely on issues like this is the fact 
that we are being constantly brain- 
washed by a clique of socialist- 
minded internationalists. They par- 
ade under the false colors of so- 
called ‘“‘objective’’ discussion — and 
unfortunately, many Americans fall 
for their sales talk. I've just been 
looking over a batch of material put 
out by a highly respectable organi- 
zation called the Foreign Policy As- 
sociation. It uses this material to 
conduct small discussion groups in 
innumerable cities and towns around 
the country. Unknowing Americans 
who participate in these discussions 
think they are getting an unbiased 
view of foreign affairs. But artfully 
inserted in the material they are 
given to read and discuss, is the 
world-government, _let's-cooperate- 
with-Russia stuff — and nice little 
plugs for big public power projects 
like TVA. 


Now as I said, the Foreign Policy 
Association is a highly respectable 
organization with a prominent board 
of directors. And it manages to get 
plenty of money from big founda- 
tions. But the lady who heads it — 
and who for years was its research 
director — has written some very 
strange defenses of Communist Rus- 
sia. In fact, several years ago the 
New York Times reported that she 
made a “plea for socialism’ to the 
alumnae of Vassar College. Her point 
was that we shouldn't quarrel over 
communism’s ultimate ends. Only its 
methods weren't so good! This is the 
lady behind these so-called “object- 
ive’ discussions which the Foreign 
Policy Association holds all over the 
country. This association has a perfect 
right, of course, to hold these meet- 
ings. But the rest of us have a right 
to point out the propaganda which 
is hidden in them. 


John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual Netu ork broadcast 4/12/59. 


HOW NOT TO KNOW > 


Strange, indeed, are the wages of 
publicity. President Eisenhower visits 
Mr. Dulles in the hospital. He picks 
up a book from the Secretary's bed- 
side table, carries it into his waiting 
car, and gets his picture taken glanc- 
ing through the book — with the 
title showing. Whether the President 
and Mr. Dulles were the unwitting 
actors in a press agent's dream-come- 
true, or whether the whole thing just 
happened, it wasn't long before the 
book appeared on “best-seller” lists. 

Had it been a good mystery yarn 
or an adventure story or a romantic 
novel, no harm done, But it hap- 
pened to be a book called “What 
We Must Know About Commun- 
ism.’ We trust neither the President, 
the Secretary of State, nor anyone 
else in the government falls for the 
promise in the title. The book does 
- tell us what 
we must know about communism. 
And therein lies the harm—that trust- 
ing souls will read this superficial 
and shallow ‘‘study’ and con- 
sider themselves informed about the 
great menace of the modern world. 

We do not know what sort of 
record, if any, the Overstreets are at- 
tempting to. make for themselves with 
this book. They have been among 
those campus “‘liberals” whose de- 
trimental influence on American 
youth, and many of their elders, is 
now in full flower all around us. 


not — by a long shot 


How very nice for the Overstreets, 
in this period of disillusionment with 
the Russian experiment, to be able 
to label themselves ‘‘anti-communist”’ 
where the Soviets and the American 
Communist Party are concerned, but 
still remain in the “‘liberal’’ and ‘‘one 
world’ camp where so many com- 
munist objectives, under other names, 
are furthered. One of Dy. Over- 
street's earlier dictums was that 
Americans who oppose socialistic 
panaceas like TVA and public hous- 
ing, who are adverse to seeing their 
tax dollars scattered indiscriminately 
to the four corners of the earth — 
that such Americans are, to use his 
own words, “well along the road 
toward mental illness.” In other 
words, everybody's crazy — except 
Dr. Overstreet and his “‘liberal’’-left- 
ist cohorts. 

We must admit, however, that the 
Overstreets have turned a pretty 
trick. Imagine writing 348 pages to 
“inform” us on communism — and 
not mentioning Alger Hiss, Harry 
Dexter White or Klaus Fuchs! Not 
that the book does not have value of 
a sort. But on a subject like this, in 
which we cannot afford to be wrong 
cven a little bit, the old saw holds 
that we “consider the source.” 

In any case, for a book which 
really tells you what you must know 
about communism (albeit minus a 
presidential puff) see next page. 








BOOK REVIEW 


BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE 


A GUIDE TO 
ANTI-COMMUNIST ACTION 
by Anthony T. Bouscaren, 244 
pages. Regnery, Chicago. $4.00. 

Americans today find themselves 
in an inexplicable position. They are 
against communism. But they don't 
know what to do about it. They may 
think they know. But obviously they 
do not — because the communist 
philosophy continues to twist the 
thinking of many. Invariably they do 
not even realize what is happening 
to them. But they had better find out 
— before it is too late. 

Dr. Bouscaren has provided a tell- 
ing guidebook which will prevent 
anyone who reads it from ever again 
saying: “But what can I, just one in- 
dividual, do about communism?” 
The author, incidentally, is a rarity 
among the “‘liberal’’ conformists of 
the campus — a college professor 
who is thoroughly anti-communist. 
But his book is not written for his 
“intellectual” confreres (though God 
knows they need to read it), but for 
the everyday citizen with the uneasy 
feeling that the battle between Amer- 
ican freedom and communist slavery 
is going by default. In simple, clear- 
cut phrases Dr. Bouscaren explains 
the nature of the threat and what we 
can do, specifically, to combat it. 

His book is divided into two sec- 


tions — one on the external com- 
munist threat and the other, and 
most important, on the internal com- 
munist threat. The first section con- 
tains chapters by seven specialists — 
including Hanson Baldwin, John 
Foster Dulles, David Sarnoff and 
Captain W. D. Puleston — with 
which you may or may not be in 
complete agreement. But they are 
worth reading. 

The most invaluable portion of the 
book is the second section, which 
gets down to cases in explaining the 
communist menace right here in the 
United States, and telling us exactly 
what we can do about it. Organi- 
zation work is of paramount import- 
ance of course. But the beauty of 
Dr. Bouscaren's design is the atten 
tion it gives to the individual. You 
don't have to be a joiner, or have a 
great deal of money, to fight the 
Reds and their allies in our society. 
All you need is the will to do so — 
and the know-how. You supply the 
will; Dr. Bouscaren supplies the 
know-how. 

We have only one suggestion to 
add to the author's excellent and 
practical recommendations, which 
perhaps he was too modest to in- 
clude. Check your local high-school, 
college and public library to see if A 
GUIDE TO ANTI-COMMUNIST 
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ACTION is on their shelves. If it is America’s Future, Inc., was inadver- 
not, donate as many copies as you _ tently omitted in the first edition. 
can afford. The author and publisher assures us 

There is a splendid appendix this oversight is being corrected in 


which includes a list of anti-com- all subsequent printings. 


munist organizations. The name of Rosalie Gordon 


THE AMERICAN SECRET 


“No doubt climactic conditions | an expensive government to support, 
and the availability of natural re- little in the way of taxation to de- 
sources influenced the course of  prive him of his savings, no tradi- 
American Society, for man is, after tional caste system to depress his 


all, a ‘land animal.’ But other peoples sense of self-importance. . . 


similarly blessed did not ‘go places’ “He was free to work out his 
or as fast, and for cause we must look = destiny according to his capacities. 
to some special advantage the Amer- _— And he chose to follow his natural 
ican enjoyed. By the process of elim- bent, to better his wages by coopera- 
ination we come to this special ad- tion and specialization, to save some 
vantage: freedom. Not only freedom of the increase and to invest it in 


from political restraints but also devices that enabled him to produce 
freedom from the inhibitions that more with less effort. He was a 


institutionalized tradition imposed on capitalist on the loose.” 
man’s aspirations. Frank Chodorov in his book The 
“The early American did not have Rise and Fall of Society 
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